HMS Minotaur’s Union flag was brought back to Selling, Kent, from the Battle of Trafalgar
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Flags from Battle of Trafalgar belong in church

SIR - Britain’s last Union flag flown by a

| Selling, and the family gave or loaned the

ship at the Battle of Trafalgar is at risk. The | flags to the parish church. Either way, the

church of St Mary the Virgin, Selling, in

Kent, wants to dispose of HMS Minotaur’s
' Union flag, brought home by Stephen

Hilton, the master’s mate, after the battle,

If this flag goes up for auction, it could
' be lost to an overseas private buyer, as was
- HMS Spartiate’s flag two years ago. Also up
for disposal is a second flag believed to be
from the Spanish ship Neptuno, captured
by the Minotaur.
The Hilton family have long lived at

| intention was for the flags to remain on

display in the church in the Hilton chapel.
The flags are an integral part of the
history and heritage of the church, the
parish, the Hilton family and the people of
Selling. They are a unique link between the
people of Kent and the Battle of Trafalgar.
It would be a tragedy for them to be lost
to future generations.
Tony Beales




